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from our pastor Fr. Rask 

In Christ, 

Have you ever had a "mountaintop" experience?  A "mountaintop" experience is an 
intense, emotional high, accompanied by an all-encompassing feeling of well-being and 
peace. Often there is also an intense awareness of being one with all creation, and 
thinking that at last one has clear insight into one's place within the scheme of things.  
Sometimes these "mountaintop" experiences can be "programmed" or engineered. 
Initiates into cults report a kind of "mountaintop" experience.  It occurs as a result of 
sleep-deprivation, semi-starvation, isolation from family, friends, and daily routine, 
"love-bombing," dependence on an authority figure. Such things create an intense feel-
ing of belonging to the group and cults have discovered in this procedure a powerful technique for creating co-
hesion and loyalty.  Such experiences can literally change one's personality, one's behavior, one's life-purposes, 
almost, it seems, overnight.  Some people call it "brain-washing" and have developed "de-programming" proto-
cols for people who have undergone such experiences.  
 These "mountaintop" experiences are not in themselves bad or even all that unusual in the Catholic Church.  We 
have a long tradition of mysticism.  Mystics search for a direct, intimate union of the soul with God through con-
templation and love.  Some have written of their experience of this personal, intense and immediate experience 
of God.  It is often described as a momentary glimpse of the beatific vision that will be ours in heaven in the 
presence of God.  Those who have had such an experience hope and long for another, but often never do, at 
least in this lifetime.      
Lent is supposed to be a kind of "mountaintop" experience for Christians.  It is supposed to be a church-wide re-
treat. During the course of this retreat on its second Sunday every year, we are given a glimpse of the goal and 
purpose of it all, the glory of the kingdom, as we read an account of the Transfiguration of Jesus on the moun-
taintop.  Each of the three Gospel accounts–we read Luke’s this year–is filled with wonder and mystery: the mys-
tery of the Messiah, the Christ, the anointed of God; the mystery of God's presence to human beings, the mys-
tery of God's communication with us; the wonder and awe of human beings who experience intimately and di-
rectly the presence of God.  
There is no doubt that we are reading about a powerful religious experience: a powerful, wonderful, mystical 
experience that Jesus had of God as Father; and the powerful, wonderful, mystical experience the disciples had 
of the glory of the beloved Son on whom God's favor rests.  In spite of the awe and fear, they do not want the 
experience to end.   
A great German theologian, an architect of the Second Vatican Council (Karl Rahner), in a famous essay called 
“The Spirituality of the Church of the Future” wrote: “The Christian of the future will be a mystic or will not exist 
at all.” He did not mean that we will all be walking around in trances. On the contrary, he thought that the spirit-
uality of the Church and of every Christian has a sociological and political dimension as it faces its responsibility 
for the world.  He said that the world is only apparently secular. It is possible to go about the business of living 
while denying the existence of God. Many people do.  But God is present in every part of the universe from its 
beginning to its ending. Have you never wondered how it is that inanimate matter, elements and compounds, 
formed in the nuclear furnaces of stars can give rise to life, to consciousness and to thought? The mystic is some-
one who is intensely conscious of God’s presence in time and history, in his or her own time and history, and 
gives witness to that presence for the good of the world. It is that experience which energizes our lives, shapes 
our plans, motivates our actions, and ensures our future here and hereafter.       
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In 2018 St. Odilia completed an ambitious building project to expand and update our facilities. Enhancements to our  
campus focused on 4 key areas: 
 

 To Create A Welcoming, Secure And Accessible Space 
 Improve Our Infrastructure 
 Enhance And Expand Our Catholic Educational Offerings 
 Enhance And Support Our Worship Experience 

 
This project included the new south entrance (with 
its restrooms) and music room which are a big hit 
with the talented parishioners in our large music 
ministry and annual parish musical. The Faith For-
mation and Latino Ministry staff members have 
moved into their newly renovated offices and 
meeting space in the North Wing of the school. The 
attractive lobby (and secure) school entrance, the 
additional rooms for classes and meetings, the me-
dia center, computer and science labs, together with 
the dedicated teachers and administration, have led to a large increase in school enrollment. We anticipate a waiting list 
for admission in several grades as we approach capacity. Increased school enrollment has attracted new parishioners to the 
parish. 

Thanks to our parish leadership, our architect, contractor, and volun-
teers too numerous to count, the project was completed on time and 
on budget. We are grateful to everyone who supported the process 
to make our St. Odilia campus better suited to meet the needs of all 
of our ministries into the future. 
 
 

The successful Our Faith Our Family Our Future Capital Campaign 
coupled with distributions from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund and 
an investment of parish reserves created funding for over $5.2 mil-
lion of the $6.75 million project cost. There is still a $1.5 million gap 
that has been funded through debt.  
 

A Call To Act 
In the coming weeks we are asking all members of the community to prayerfully consider a gift to eliminate the additional 
debt incurred for this project. The elimination of our expansion debt will allow us to continue and expand our ministry 
work to ensure that St. Odilia remains a place where we can grow.  
 
If you made a 3-year pledge to the Our Faith Our Family Our Future Capital Campaign, paid either as a one-time contribu-
tion or through installments, would you consider extending your pledge for one more year? If you haven’t yet contributed to 
the project or are new to St. Odilia, please join the effort now? Your support will have tremendous impact. 
 
Giving is Easy – you can drop your “Building Our Vision” pledge card in the collection basket or mail it to the parish 
office.   If you didn’t receive a pledge card or misplaced yours, additional cards are available in the kiosks in the church 
lobby. You can also make a pledge or gift online by visiting our website at 
www.stodilia.org and clicking on the on the DONATE NOW button on the “Building 
Our Vision” announcement. For more information contact Ramona Michaels at 
651-415-3350. 

The generation of parishioners before us brought the dream of a Catholic  
Community in Shoreview into existence. We join them in that dream so the next 
generation may continue the work of building up the kingdom of God here. 

Continuing to Build our Vision 

Southeast Church Entrance 

Science Lab 

http://www.stodilia.org
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Discernment of Parish Leadership 
During this season of Lent, we are asking the question ‘How can we participate as active members in our parish 
community?”  How can we invite and call others to join in the work of our parish ministries?  Through your work 
in our parish ministries, you have responded to your baptismal call to be an active member of your Christian 
community – we invite you to take the next step to share your gifts of vision and leadership with our parish com-
munity by prayerfully considering a role on one of our nine Ministry Area Councils. 

St. Odilia is blessed with many parishioners willing to share their diverse gifts as members of our Ministry Area 
Councils.  Looking to Christ, the ultimate Servant, we are both challenged and humbled at his call to be of service 
in response to the gifts that we have been given.  Participation in the leadership structure of our parish with 90+ 
others is at once an inspiration and a blessing.  

 

Each MAC is responsible to define the 
vision of the parish ministry represent-
ed by the council.  A representative 
from each of the Ministry Area Councils 
(MAC) is selected to serve on the Parish 
Leadership Council (PLC). 

 

The PLC provides leadership and vision 
for the parish and serves as the archi-
tect and steward of the parish mission.  
Members work closely with the staff 
and councils to develop, implement and 
achieve the parish mission.   

 

 

 At the heart of the structure is the process of collaboration between and among the Ministry Area Councils 
and the PLC.  This process is supported by the design and intentionality of the monthly meeting format that 
incorporates both prayer and the sharing of a simple meal prior to the council meetings. 

 An important part of the structure is the calling forth of new leaders to serve on the councils.  The intent is to 
encourage and welcome new participation through a process of nomination and discernment. 

 

Our leadership structure enables over 90 people to be in leadership positions at any given time.  The mechanism 
of term limits has about one-third turnover each year.  With this planned rotation of council members, there are 
typically 30 positions open each year.  In gratitude for the gifts you have been given, consider servant leadership 
as a St. Odilia council member. 

Approximately 30 parishioners are needed to fill the open membership positions on the Ministry Area Councils 
and the Parish Leadership Council (PLC) at-large member. The process for nomination and discernment involves 
four steps: 

Nomination and Discernment Process 
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 Nomination—“The Calling Forth of Gifts” 

You are invited to submit names of parishioners, including yourself, whom you feel would serve our 
community as a council member. Extra nomination forms are available in the parish office or church 
foyer or on our website at www.stodilia.org. 

 Informational Sessions 

An Information Meeting about the Councils is scheduled for Sunday April 28, 2019 at 10:15 a.m. in the 
Parish Conference Room.  At that time, more specific details about the councils, member job descrip-
tions, training, etc. will be provided. 

 Personal Prayer 

Becoming involved in a leadership position calls for spiritual discernment, a process which requires quiet 
personal reflection.  Allow yourself opportunities to prayerfully reflect on your personal gifts and how 
the Spirit of God is calling you to use those gifts.  All parishioners are invited to pray for those who will 
participate in the Evening of Discernment on May 14, 2019. 

 Discernment Evening 

Those parishioners who have been nominated and who are willing to serve are invited to participate in 
our Evening of Discernment on May 14, 2019 which begins with a shared meal  in the Courtyard at 6:00 
p.m.  A general gathering for prayer in church will follow at 6:30pm.  Nominees will then be sent forth to 
the council meeting rooms for discussion and discernment with the ministry area council members.  

Would you like to learn more? 

Information Session - Sunday, April 28, 2019 

10:15 – 10:45 a.m. in the Parish Conference Room  -  Refreshments will be provided 

We will be hosting an Information Session on Sunday, April 28, 2019 from 10:15 – 10:45 in the parish conference 
room.  You are invited to stop by to learn more about each council and the impact that you can have in our com-
munity as a council member.   

If you would like to nominate yourself or another parishioner for a role in parish leadership,  
please complete the form below and return it to the parish office. 

St. Odilia Parish—Servant Leadership 

Declaration of Interest/Nomination Form 

 
Parishioner Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone Number:  _____________________________________ Email: ____________________________ 

Area of Interest:  (please indicate your primary area of interest) 

____Facilities Council   ____School Advisory Council   ____Faith Formation Council 

____Social Justice Council  ____Finance Council   ____Stewardship Council 

____Hispanic Leadership Circle  ____Worship/Community Life Council  ____Pastoral Care Council 

  

Nominated by:__________________________________________________________ 



 6  

 

St. Odilia Endowment Fund 

Insuring the Future – For You and Your Charity 

By Jim Lethert, Member, Endowment Fund Advisory Committee. 
 

When considering a gift to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund most of us likely envision writing a check. It’s easy, certain,  
familiar and can naturally fit within whatever budget arrangements we may have constructed and under which we are 
operating.  
 

Another resource many of us have that may be favorable but less obvious, resides within a life insurance policy.  
Life Insurance is a traditional fare on the menu of planned gifts. It is represented by the cash value (if you are still alive) 
or the death benefit (the amount calculated to be paid when you die). These two values typically have a forward expec-
tation about them. The owner/insured is not using them to meet present needs. On that fact alone they make ideal can-
didates as potential gifts to the Endowment Fund. 
 

There are two basic ways to make a gift of life insurance: an irrevocable gift of a new or existing policy where the donor 
gives up all incidents of ownership, or by naming the nonprofit organization as the outright or contingent beneficiary of 
a policy. By implementing the former you get a deduction for the cash value, plus the amount of premiums you pay on a 
gifted policy going forward. If the latter, you get a tax deduction of the cash value itself, or of the policy’s fair market 
value, whichever is less.   
 

Making a gift of a life insurance policy to one's favorite charity appeals to a variety of donors because it is a flexible, cost
-effective, and in many cases tax-advantaged way to make a gift. To fully understand the benefits and tax consequences 
of including insurance as a potential resource in your planned giving strategy, consult your financial advisor before do-
ing anything. Thank you for considering the St. Odilia Endowment Fund when making your charitable planned giving 
arrangements. 

This spring the Stewardship Council will be celebrating Stewardship of Participation and  
Volunteer Appreciation.  

 

Spring is a time of renewal and rebirth. Nature comes alive; and many do 
spring cleaning – a deeper cleaning of house and closets.   
Everything looks new and refreshed. 
 

Participation equals an active volunteer role in the service of our community 
using the gifts and talents God as given us. How much and in what way 
should be based on your abilities, interests, and strengths. St. Odilia appreci-
ates all volunteers in every role within our community.  Without your giving 

of your time and talents, many discipleship and outreach opportunities would be lost.  Stewardship is discipleship. 
 

Please take time to prayerfully consider how you will participate in the service and support of our community and God 
this coming year.  Will you continue in our current service or use a different gift? 
 

More information about Participation and Volunteer Appreciation will be announced in upcoming bulletins. 

If you give to charity, you’re a philanthropist. It really is that simple. But, do you know there are ways to give smarter?  
Ways that can benefit both you and your favorite charities? With the new tax code in effect, these strategies aren’t al-

ways obvious, but with a little help, they can still be easy.  
 

Join us on Monday, April 1 to learn more about smart giving through Donor-Advised Funds, Qualified Charitable Distri-
butions, and other planned giving tools. The event is free and open to the public.  

Watch the bulletin for additional details.  
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We will have fun learning about God with games, crafts, skits, snacks and of course, music! 
 

Save that week right now!  Registration is open online.  Look on www.stodilia.org under Faith Formation/VBS for the link 
today. We always need lots of help from Youth and Teens entering grades 6-12. Talk with your teens and plan to volun-
teer.  It is such a rewarding experience to help others in our community.  Youth Volunteer registration is online as well.  
No big paperwork packets!  You’re welcome!  

Register now for Vacation Bible School July 22-26, 2018 

9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

Our theme this year is:  Roar!  Life is Wild – God is Good! 

We are looking for adult volunteers to assist in a station.  Community is what St. Odilia is all about.  Come join the 
team for a fun way to be involved in the event of the summer with your family!  All materials are provided.  Some po-
sitions are all five mornings and some are just one or two.  We are flexible and work with you.  
 

 You won’t regret the friendships that are formed during VBS.   
 

For more information, contact Janet Etten at etten@stodilia.org.   

St. Odilia School and Preschool 

http://www.stodilia.org
mailto:etten@stodilia.org
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 
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CAMP INVENTION at St. Odilia School 
 

Who:  Children entering grades K-6 
Location: St. Odilia School, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Date & Time:  June 24 - 28 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Price: $235 (before discount—see below) 

Questions:  Contact Kay Hannon at hannon@stodilia.org 
 

REGISTER at www.invent.org/camp or 1-800-968-4332 
 Price:  $235 (before discount) 
 $25 off, register by 3/22 using the promo code INNOVATE25 
 $15 off, register from 3/23 – 5/10 using promo code PLAY15FLYER 
 $25 off per sibling when you register two or more siblings using the promo code  
          SIB25AD 
 

mailto:hannon@stodilia.org
http://www.invent.org/camp%20or%201-800-968-4332
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Did you know your  
Amazon shopping can 

help St. Odilia School?! 
  

Use AmazonSmile when you are  
shopping, and earn a 5% donation 

for St. Odilia School on all qualified 
Amazon purchases!!  

 
NOTE: You must be logged in through 

AmazonSmile for donations to count, so 
please make sure you see the logo and 
the words "Supporting: The School of 
St. Odilia Church" in the upper left-

hand corner of your browser.   

St. Odilia School and Preschool 

St. Odilia School Alumni and Friends, 

Whether it's been many years or a few, we want you to stay connected to 
our community! Stay up to date with news, events and opportunities for 
alumni and friends of St. Odilia School by updating your information with 
St. Odilia School Alumni and Friends. To register online visit https://
www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool and click on the Alumni tab in the menu.  
Contact cards can also be found in the school office and the church entry-
way kiosks.   
    

   Don’t forget to LIKE US on Facebook! 
 

https://www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool
https://www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool
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Our youth need YOU to keep growing in their faith! 

We have 30+ teen leaders working to build our youth ministry programs, but they need adults to help them! 
Each of these simple roles will help us to reach & inspire youth, to develop the next generation of Catholics. 

Adults get a lot out of it for themselves too! Email Scott (Kieffer@stodilia.org) for more info! 

- Be part of our most faith-  
  filled & inspiring events 
- See the impact a single day  
  or weekend has on our teens 
- Strengthen your own faith 

Helping with our Sunday “Encounter” Youth Nights can 

be a very easy role, as adults simply participate alongside 

our high schoolers in prayer and small groups. These 

teens don’t need to be coaxed out or led in small group, 

they chose to be here and want to talk and grow in faith! 

They just need adults who will talk (and maybe walk) with 

them as they grow. 

Retreat Chaperone Small Group Member 

- Have deep conversations 
- Develop meaningful           
  relationships over time 
- Inspiring prayer & music 
- Easy role/time commitment 

Retreats are the heart of what we do. The often life-

changing experiences our youth have on retreats are 

hard to find elsewhere. Adults help as much or as little as 

they want (Martha & Mary are both equally needed & 

important on a retreat). Whatever roles you choose, we 

guarantee you will be inspired– and have your faith 

strengthened– by your experience! 

Middle School Helper 

We need adults who can join us after school for our twice

-a-month Thursday “After Hours” program. You can be as 

involved as you’d like to be—play foosball & board games 

with kids, participate in small groups, or just hang in the 

youth room & do your own work! 

- Relaxed & easy atmosphere 
- Help our youngest students  
  start to grow in their faith 
- Flexible involvement 
- Short time commitment 

Camp Chaperone 

Summer allows us to do longer programs that result in 

more significant growth for our youth, whether it’s our 

day-camps for middle schoolers, or the four-day offsite 

camp for high schoolers (Summer Fest). Both need a lot 

of adult help, though the roles are easy! 

Commitment: Weeklong camp or weekdays 12-5:30 p.m. 

- Help for a half-day camp 
  onsite or locally, or for a   
  multi-day offsite camp 
- Witness kids transform in    
  our most in-depth programs  

Adult Retreat Team 

Adult Retreat Team is a more in-depth role than the oth-

ers on this page. Each meeting has devoted time for us to 

talk, pray & grow as adults (separate from our work), an 

adult small group of sorts. We also do the vision & plan-

ning for our youth ministry events. 

Commitment: Meets twice a month, come as able. 

- Help vision & plan for all our   
  youth programs & retreats 
- Get the support of an adult  
  group that truly prays &  
  grows together as people 

Lifeline Chaperone 

Lifeline is a giant youth Mass and event held once a 

month, with excellent speakers and homilists + top-notch 

worship music. We simply need adults who can join us for 

a Saturday afternoon-night to pray &  experience the 

event alongside our 7-12 graders! 

- Experience the most exciting  
  Catholic mass in the Cities 
- See the life & energy of 1000  
  youth praying together 
- one-time, easy commitment 

Faith Formation 
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High School Youth—Summer 2019 

Help your teens have an awesome, faith-filled summer! 

   July 7-10 (Sun - Wed)    

There’s a reason so many of our youth list Summer Fest as the time their 
faith journey really began - and why they consider it their best and most 
memorable week of the year! 
 

It’s an incredibly fun summer camp (more on that below), full of meaning-
ful faith  experiences. The Christian speakers, fantastic live band, and 
thought-provoking sessions make the Gospel message exciting and rele-
vant to teenagers, in a way that sets their hearts on fire and makes them 
truly embrace their faith! 
 

The Gustavus college campus provides award-winning food and a great 
setting for hilarious and creative games, sports, activities and food-fights throughout the week. And the amazing Summer 
Fest staff set the tone for a loving and inclusive community, where teens make lasting friends and grow more deeply in 
their faith together. 

Summer Festival  

  Sun. June 2, June 9, June 23, July 14, July 21, July 28, Aug. 4, Aug. 18, Aug. 25  

If the offsite/longer camps won’t work for your teens, they cans till have a blast and 
grow in their faith with our Sunday night “Encounter Nights” throughout the summer! We start 
with some really cool and inventive outside games, like Slip-n-Slide Kickball, our annual “Water 
Wars” night, games of nine-square, and giant sidewalk chalk Monopoly. The games are a blast to 
play, take advantage of the great weather, and they’re always something teens haven’t seen any-
where else. 
 

But that’s just the beginning—the games help 
teens connect and relax, so we can be open to 
God as we enter into prayer and worship music 
for the night. Then a five-minute talk serves as 
the inspiration for our small group times! 

 

It’s a fun, relaxing, and God-filled evening, and best of all – it’s com-
pletely free! 

Summer Encounter 

  Aug. 10-11, Saturday 1:00 -Sunday 5:00  

One of our favorite annual retreats, our Leader Retreat is for high schoolers 
(incoming 9th-12th grade) who are either involved already as leaders or 
who are interested in joining a leader team. 
 

Each year features a healthy mix of brand new and “fan favorite” classics, 
whether it’s the games, activities, or prayer. We have a series of great talks 
on faith and leadership, plenty of time for prayer and conversation, live 
music, and more!  
 

We’re very intentional that this be a "hands on" retreat - every skill we 
work on is something the teens will get to practice firsthand. We make 
learning and becoming a great peer minister a really fun process!  
 

Speaking of fun... these retreats are also where we do a lot of our most popular games and team-builders, including some 
games that are too cool (or too crazy) to do anywhere else. Previous years included a zombie survival game, the hilarious 
"Food Games" and more! 

Leaders Retreat 
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Help your teens have an awesome, faith-filled summer! 

  July 22-25 (Mon.-Thurs.), 12:30-5:00 PM  

VBS After Hours complements the existing VBS experience, and takes place directly 
after VBS ends each day. Instead of working with little kids, After Hours is designed di-
rectly for the middle school and high schoolers. Each day we aim to have as much crazy, 
memorable fun as possible, and to develop the next generation of great Christians!   
 

This is our most popular program among 
middle schoolers (though it’s open to  6-12th 
grade) for good reason - teens love the out-
side campus-wide games 
(creative ones you won’t find 
anywhere else), they really do 
grow (and like the relevancy of 
hearing about faith from up-
perclassmen), and it’s a cheap 
and convenient add-on for 
those already leading VBS! 

VBS After Hours  

  Wednesdays 5:30-9:00, June 12 & 26, July 17 & 31, Aug. 14 & 28 

High schoolers have had 
fun summer nights at St. Odilia for a while now, and its time to let middle 
schoolers in on the action! Starting in June we’ll be offering a big summer 
blast a few times a month, for all our 6-8th graders to connect with each 
other, make friends, & keep their faith going through the long hot months. 
 

Each night will feature a large-group game outside for all the teens (don’t 
worry, we’ll have indoor backups for rain) - something really active that we 
know goes over well with this age group! Then we’ll head inside for dinner 
and social time, a joy-filled and uplifting talk, and more time to connect over 
conversation and prayer. It’s drop-in friendly, cheap, and fun! 

Middle School Youth Nights 

  June 17-20 (Mon-Thurs), 12:00-5:30 PM 

 

We’re launching a brand new camp this summer for middle schoolers, com-
bining some of the best elements from Summer Stretch and VBS After 
Hours with a lot of new ideas that have our teens very excited! It’s struc-
tured like VBS After Hours and features a daily off-campus fun site (like Bun-
ker Beach, Bowlero and Grand Slam). But it also mixes in some strong faith 
elements, a week-long color wars competition between the groups, and 
some whacky water or messy games on-site too! 
 

The color wars and onsite games are what have our high schoolers most 
pumped up - each day we’ll do 1 or 2 of our favorite water or ‘messy’ games 
that we’ve done over the years, like Slip-n-Slide Kickball, food games, and 
“ultimate fruit” (ultimate Frisbee, but with apples, bananas, pineapple, 

etc.). The high schoolers are helping us pick a “best of” schedule featuring the games that 6-8th graders will absolutely 
love and remember for years to come! And it’s all part of creating strong Christian fellowship to grow together! 

Middle School "Splash" Camp 

Middle School Youth—Summer 2019 
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Youth Formation 

Family Service Night 

Involvement in family service projects during child-
hood and adolescence are one of the most important 
influences on the spiritual lives of children and teens.  
Parents serving with their children have a powerful 
impact on young people's growth in faith. 
 

Family Service Evenings at St. Odilia are based on the 
belief that when families serve together, they pass 
along the spirit of giving and goodness to their sons 
and daughters, strengthen their families, and help  
create a new generation of volunteers, philanthro-
pists, and kind, caring adults. 
 

Most families agree that service is very important,  
but trying to balance the family’s activities in order to 
make serving a priority can be a challenge!  
St. Odilia  makes it easy by providing opportunities for families to come together at church for an hour or two to learn 
about the needs in our community, then role up their sleeves to get busy serving together. In addition to helping others, 
families also pray for one another. They pray for the grace to use their God-given gifts by sharing their talents and re-
sources with others in need.  
 

For more information about Family Service Evenings, or to get involved with the planning group,  
contact Brenda McLennan at:   mclennan@stodilia.org 

Thank you for praying for our youth and leaders while on their Confirmation Retreat February 15-17, as they continue to 
grow in their faith and grow closer as a community. We had dozens of students participating that weekend, along with 15 
youth leaders and a group of adult leaders. We also had six students with us on a Prayer Team and another five younger 
teens who were learning the ropes as part of our "Junior Leader" group. 
 

The retreat included: 
 

10 small group sessions 
9 breaks for meals or free time 
8 talks on faith 
7 Gifts of the Holy Spirit to learn about 
6 skits and dramas 
5 awesome games for team-building 
4 fun & silly icebreakers 
3 big prayer sessions 
2 Women's & Men's sessions 
1 celebration of the Sacraments (Mass, Reconciliation, & Eucharistic Adoration!) 
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Youth Ministry 

World Youth Day—Panama 2019 
My heart is filled with deep gratitude for all your prayers and generous support to give our five Latino Young Adults the 
opportunity to travel with 20 other young adults to World Youth Day in Panama.  The parish fundraised almost $10,000 
for a priceless encounter with Pope Francis and the Universal Church; it was truly amazing to witness the Church's diver-
sity in unity.  We hope the fruit of our JOY will continue to inspire and bless St. Odilia abundantly!   

 

"Esta es, la juventud del Papa!”  (This is the Youth of the Pope!)    ~Fr. Michael Daly 
 

You’re ready to access the  

inspiring and engaging content 

on FORMED! 

Learn more at formed.org 
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Adult Faith Formation 

St. Odilia Parish Lenten Mission 2019 
The Parables of Jesus – Envelopes of Truth—Messages of Hope for Challenging Times 

 

Fr. Charles Lachowitzer 
Monday through Wednesday, March 25-27 

Prayer – Music – Learning – Spiritual Wisdom – Community 
 

Monday:  Why parables?  Introduction to the “envelope of truth.”  The Sower and the Seed – The Garden of the Soul 
Tuesday:  Five Wise and Five Foolish Virgins – The Light in Every Darkness 

Wednesday:  The Prodigal Son – Mercy, Forgiveness and Sacrifice 
 

Schedule: 7:00 p.m. – St. Odilia Parish Mission Band – join them in prayer and praise. On Tuesday evening,  
   by long tradition, our Special Religious Education participants will join us for the music. 
7:30 p.m – Fr. Lachowitzer’s presentation (new each evening) 
8:30 p.m. – Social time with light refreshments 
9:00 p.m. – Adjourn 

No fee for attending; your freewill offering is appreciated. 
About our presenter: 

Fr. Charles Lachowitzer, a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, currently serves as Vicar 
General and Moderator of the Curia for the Archdiocese.  The Vicar General is the Archbishop’s principal 
deputy. The Moderator of the Curia coordinates the ministries and services of the Archdiocese.  
Fr. Lachowitzer was ordained in 1990. Prior to his seminary studies he earned a B.S. in secondary education 
at the University of Wisconsin.  From 1977 to 1985 he taught high school, served as a district executive in 
North Dakota, and was Superintendent of Public Schools in Brinnon, WA. In 1985, he entered the St. Paul 
Seminary to prepare for ordination. 
 

Since his ordination, he has served as associate pastor at St. Michael in Stillwater, as principal of St. Croix 
Catholic School, as pastor of Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Maplewood, as pastor of St. John Neumann in Ea-
gan, and as president of the board of directors and canonical administrator for Faithful Shepherd School in Eagan. He was 
named Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia effective November 20, 2013.  His columns appear in The Catholic Spirit. 
 

For further information, or to volunteer (bakers, greeters, hospitality servers), contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult 
Formation and Evangelization, arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331. 

Special Religious Education 
 

On the second and fourth Tuesday of each month, the Sp.R.Ed.  
volunteers and I get to witness the joyful expression of faith that the 
Sp.R.Ed. participants show in such a simple yet profound way.  
 

If you’re looking to find how to love the Lord, just spend a little time 
with these amazing men and women. They love our Lord with great 
joy, energy, simplicity, and complete trust.  
 

The time that I spend with the Sp.R.Ed. participants always seems to 
go by way too fast. God has blessed me with the opportunity to work 
with the Sp.R.Ed. program, and I am grateful each day for the power-
ful witness of faith that the participants show to me. All Special Needs 
adults are welcome to join our program. 
 

If you are interested in joining us in this rewarding ministry, e-mail me 
at heyer@stodilia.org for more information. You can also call me at 
651-415-3351 (however you will probably need to leave a message). Thank you! 
 

Jon Heyer, Special Religious Education (Sp.R.Ed.) Coordinator 

Our Epiphany Procession 

mailto:arimond@stodilia.org
mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice  

St. Odilia Holy Hammers — Habitat for Humanity 

Habitat for Humanity International is a nonprofit Christian housing ministry that works both to eliminate poverty 

housing around the world and to make adequate housing a matter of conscience and action for social justice. The 

Twin Cities affiliate of Habitat for Humanity (TCHFH) brings people together to create and preserve home own-

ership in our neighborhoods to partner with hard-working, low-income families to be successful homeowners, 

and to inspire advocacy that promotes affordable housing for everyone in our communities. 

Habitat houses are not given to anyone.  Rather, the organization builds houses in partnership with qualified, low 

income families, and then sells the house to the homeowner partner.  Habitat’s mortgage is set at an affordable 

rate for the homeowner.  Homebuyers are selected based on need, willingness to partner with Habitat and the 

ability to pay.  Before purchasing their home, homebuyers complete “sweat equity” which is unpaid labor on 

Habitat homes, attend classes on home ownership subjects, including home maintenance, financial management, 

and community life.  Because of the affordability and the strong training and coaching programs, homeowners 

are set up for long-term success resulting in TCHFH’s low delinquency rate. 

Last year, 2018, Holy Hammers made up of 15 + congregations, of which St. Odilia is a member participant, 

built a home for a family through Habitat for Humanity-Twin Cities. The home is located at 717 Geranium, Ave-

nue East. St. Paul, Minnesota. Sixteen members from our parish were heavily involved in that project. The fol-

lowing individuals, most of whom worked multiple days were: David Anderson, Val Burdick,, Doug Gwost, 

Kathy Kehrberg, David Kill Greg Lauer, Frank Maguire, Tom McNamara, Cecil Metz, Rich Osman, Judy 

Schuelke, James Severin, Mike Thell and Robert Williams.  I would personally like to acknowledge each of 

them and thank them for their commitment to this important effort to make housing affordable to individual fam-

ilies who would otherwise be unable to obtain home ownership. They each put in considerable time and effort 

toward the construction of this home. I cannot say enough about them and for their willingness to share their 

time and skill in making a home for a family a reality.  

A new year brings another opportunity for St. Odilia parishioners to contribute their time, labor, and talent to-

ward the construction of a Habitat for Humanity-Twin Cities home. Please consider volunteering for this major 

ongoing project to make housing affordable for deserving individuals and families. You can do this by providing 

your labor or by providing food at least one of the days that are assigned to St. Odilia. You will not regret it. 

Thank you. 

    Pat Sheedy (email: zpinkava07@outlook.com) 

The Sharing Tree 

We want to thank everyone who participated in the Sharing Tree this year. It again was a huge success.  We helped over 
70 families and still have enough left over to continue throughout the year to help parishioners, those attending St. Odil-
ia, and folks who stop at our door looking for some help. Special thanks to all of the children who helped decorate the 
tree with their beautiful handmade ornaments!  And, of course, blessings to all of you who took one of the ornaments 
and fulfilled a wish.  Your generosity will continue to flow throughout 2019.  May God bless all of you! 
    

    ~ The Pastoral Care Council and The Social Justice Council 
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What is Dementia and Who is Affected? 

Dementia is a general term for a loss of memory and other thinking abilities that is serious enough to interfere with the 

activities of daily life.  Dementia has many causes.  Alzheimer’s disease, the most common cause of dementia, is a disease 

of the brain that leads to problems with memory, thinking, and behavior.  Alzheimer’s and other dementias are NOT a nor-

mal part of aging. 

To put some perspective on the scope of Alzheimer’s disease, please consider the following statistics from the Alzheimer’s 

Association: 

 Approximately 5.7 million Americans age 65+ are living with Alzheimer’s disease. 

  By 2050 this number could be as high as 15 million. 

 One in ten people age 65 and older has Alzheimer's disease. 

  About one-third of people age 85 and older have Alzheimer's disease. 

 Almost two-thirds of people with Alzheimer’s disease are women. 

 Older African-Americans and Hispanics are more likely, on a per capita basis, than older whites to have Alzheimer's 

  disease and other dementias.  

 Currently there are 16.1 million Americans providing unpaid care for people with dementia at an estimated cost 

  of $232 billion for 18.4 billion hours. 

 Alzheimer’s disease is the 6th leading cause of death in the U.S. and Minnesota. 
 

The Alzheimer’s Association encourages everyone to “Know the 10 Signs” of Alzheimer’s compared to typical aging: 

1)  Memory loss that disrupts daily life. 

 What’s typical?  Sometimes forgetting names or appointments but remembering them later. 

2)  Challenges in planning or solving problems. 

What’s typical?  Making occasional errors when balancing a checkbook. 

3)  Difficulty completing familiar tasks at home, at work, or at leisure. 

 What’s typical?  Occasionally needing help to use the settings on a microwave or to record a T.V. show.  

4)  Confusion with time or place. 

What’s typical? Getting confused about the day of the week but figuring it out later. 

5)  Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relationships. 

What’s typical? Vision changes related to cataracts. 

6) New problems with words in speaking or writing. 

What’s typical?  Sometimes having trouble finding the right word. 

7)  Misplacing things and losing the ability to retrace steps. 

 What’s typical? Misplacing things from time to time, such as a pair of glasses or the remote control. 

8)  Decreased or poor judgment.  

What’s typical? Making a bad decision once in a while. 

Pastoral Care and Social Justice  
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9)  Withdrawal from work or social activities. 

 What’s typical?  Sometimes feeling weary of work, family, and social obligations. 

10) Changes in mood and personality. 

 What’s typical? Developing very specific ways of doing things and becoming irritable when a routine  

is disrupted. 

(Reference: Know the 10 Warning Signs www.alz.org/alzheimers_disease_know_the_10_signs.asp) 

If there is a concern for yourself or a loved one exhibiting some of the “10 Warning Signs,” please see your physician to be 

evaluated for appropriate treatment as other diseases can present with similar symptoms.   

Some other resources in our community include:  Alzheimer’s Association Minnesota North Dakota  

The 24/7 Helpline serves people with memory loss, care partners, health care professionals, the general public, diverse 

populations, and concerned friends and family. The Helpline offers referrals to local community programs and services, 

dementia-related education, crisis assistance and emotional support. Call 1-800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/mnnd 

Senior LinkAge Line® 

This resource provides information, assistance and connections to various services and resources in your community.  

Call 1-800-333-2433 or visit http://seniorlinkageline.com/  

To learn more about dementia please join us on March 18 for a presentation on Dementia: 

The St. Odilia Parish Pastoral Care Council is sponsoring a presentation on Dementia entitled “Maintain Your Brain: Pro-

mote Mental Fitness through 2nd Half with Lyngblomsten.” 

Topics will include: Normal Aging versus A Changing Brain; Alzheimer’s Facts and Figures; the MIND diet; Challenging Your 

Brain, Dementia Friendly Faith Communities; and 2nd Half with Lyngblomsten’s The Gathering. 

This free presentation will take place on Monday, March 18 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Courtyard of St Odilia. Everyone 

is invited and advance registration is not required. Light refreshments will be served.  

Growing Through Loss 

If you have experienced the loss of a loved one or are going through another loss that is affecting you, please consider 
attending this educational and healing opportunity.  The Growing through Loss North Suburban Grief 
Coalition is sponsored by 16 local churches and St Odilia is one of those churches. You will have the 
opportunity to hear some seasoned professionals speak about different aspects of grief and loss and 
the opportunity to break into small groups related to your particular loss. 
 

This Spring Series will be held on six consecutive Tuesdays beginning April 16 and running through May 
21.  Each evening begins with registration at 6:45 p.m., followed by a speaker, and then breaks into 
small groups. Some of the topics to be presented are the characteristics of grief, the transformative 
nature of grief, taking care of yourself and a final service asking “Where is God in my Suffering?” 
 
For further information check out the flyer in the kiosk as you enter the main door of the church. This 
spring the group is meeting at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, 8211 Red Oak Drive in Mounds View. For additional ques-
tions call Deacon Jim Saumweber at 651-415-3354 or visit the website at www.growingthroughloss.org 

 

(The fall series will be at  our own parish, St. Odilia,  beginning Sept. 16, 2019.) 
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The crib located at the rear of church under the stained glass 
art was full of wrapped presents.  The Second graders had out 
done themselves in collecting and beautifully wrapping baby 
items for mothers and babies in need.   
 
Their generosity and support for these mothers and babies was 
greatly appreciated.  Here are two letters expressing gratitude 
from Birthright and the St. Odilia Respect Life committee to 
thank them and their teacher, Kevin Scoggins 
  

Dear Students and Mr. Scroggins, 
 

As St. Paul Birthright volunteers, another  

volunteer and I had the privilege of unwrapping 

many beautiful baby items and boxes of various 

sized diapers. What a joy for us to know that this 

generosity provides basic items needed for our ba-

bies, mothers and their families! 

We cherish the smiles of hope and words of  

gratitude as each person leaves our building with 

bags of clothing, blankets and baby toys.  

We are so blessed to have the generous donations 

from St. Odilia, and especially from Mr. Scroggins and his second graders.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH!! 

~Ann Lensing, Birthright Volunteer / St. Odilia Respect Life committee 
 
And another letter of gratitude…. 
 

Dear Mr. Scroggins, 
 

My eyes almost popped out of my head when I saw all the beautifully wrapped presents for  

Birthright in our Respect Life crib at the back of church! 
 

What could be a more fitting way to honor the Christ Child at Christmas than to give baby items 

to a family in need of help with their baby? 
 

The volunteers at Birthright welcomed your gifts. Your generosity and kindness are appreciated by 

the families they serve and by our Respect Life committee at St. Odilia parish. 
 

You are a blessing to all of us, 

~Pat Benham, Chair of Respect Life committee  

St. Odilia Second Graders Collection 
for Birthright 
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Calling all musicians! 
Music opportunities for Holy Week and Easter  

If you sing or play an instrument we invite you to join us for the services of Holy Week: 
 
Singers - We form a special Holy Week Choir each year to sing for the Triduum services of Holy Thursday, Good Friday 
and the Saturday Easter Vigil – April 18, 19, 20. Services are 7:30 each evening. We have three rehearsals, Tuesday April 
2 & Tuesday April 9, from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and Wednesday, April 17, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. in the church. Even if you 
can’t sing for all the services you are welcome to join us. The more rehearsals you can attend the more prepared you 
will be. 
 
Holy Week instruments – The combined rehearsal with everyone will be on Wednesday April 17 at 7:00 p.m. and will 
cover all of the Holy Week music. Please let us know if you are playing so we can prepare your music ahead of time and 
make sure you have a place to sit. 
  
ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
String and woodwind players - We form a small orchestra to play for the Good Friday Living Stations with the St. Odilia 
School upper grades. The service is at 3:00 on Good Friday, April 19. We have one rehearsal on Thursday, April 18, 4:00 - 
5:00 in church. The music is suitable for most levels of players. 
  
We hope to have some new musicians join us for these services! Contact Dave Barkhymer at barkhymer@stodilia.org or 
651-415-3346 for more information. Thanks! 

 

St. Odilia Men’s Club 

The St. Odilia Men’s club is a group of men dedicated to raising funds for St. Odilia School athletics programs and  
facilities (gym and soccer field maintenance), and providing fellowship for the Men of the parish.  

If you are interested in the Men’s Club please feel free to contact Dan Duffy at 763 227-2741, or Russ Bertsch at 612- 
386-3296 or look on the parish website.  This is your chance to meet some new people and give back to the parish and 
school.  

In February, the Men’s Club hosted their very popular Valentine’s Dinner at the Radisson Hotel in Roseville.  Guests 
were treated to a fun filled evening including a social hour allowing people to connect with old friends (and meet some 
new ones) a wonderful meal, and several opportunities to win valuable prizes.  As always, a good time was had by all. 

 

St. Odilia Men’s Club Fish Fry 

The next Men’s Club event is the Fish Fry. Join us on Friday, March 8 and March 22 from 5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. in the 
Courtyard. Cost: $11 adults, $7 ages 5-12, free under 5. Includes all-you-can-eat cod and tilapia (baked or broiled),  
macaroni and cheese, cheesy potatoes, corn, coleslaw, rolls, dessert and beverages. The event is popular, so arrive  
early and arrive hungry! 
 

On March 8, stay after for Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m. (Via Dolorosa a musical presentation of the Stations).  
On March 22, come early for Stations of the Cross at 5:30 p.m.  

 
 

For more information about the Men’s Club,  
visit http://www.stodilia.org. 

 

Worship and Community Life 

mailto:barkhymer@stodilia.org
http://www.stodilia.org
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The St. Odilia Musical Ministry Proudly Presents: 

Show Dates and Times 
February 28, 2019: 7:00 p.m. “Sneak Peek” performance — final dress rehearsal 
March 1, 2019:  7:00 p.m. 
March 2, 2019:  1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
March 3, 2019:    3:00 p.m. 

 
Ticket Information 

 Tickets went on sale the weekend of February 9, 2019. 
 
How much do the tickets cost? 

Adults — $12.00 
Children, Students and Seniors — $8.00 
Sneak Peak Performance — all tickets — $5.00 
Seniors Special Saturday 1:00 pm only — $5.00 

 
Where can I get tickets? 

In the courtyard after Mass on Saturdays & Sundays 
At the door before the performance 
By calling 651-415-3367 

 
Performance Location 

St. Odilia Catholic Community Church 
3495 N. Victoria Street 
Shoreview, MN 55126 
 

For more information go to:  stodilia.org or call 651-415-3367 

A musical based on the stories of P.L Travers and the Walt Disney film.  
Original music and Lyrics by: Richard M. Sherman & Robert B. Sherman, Book by: Julian Fellowes  

New Songs and Additional Music By: George Stiles & Anthony Drewe Co-Created By: Cameron Mackintosh 

Mary Poppins is presented through special arrangement with Music Theater International (MTI). All authorized performance materials 
are supplied by MTI. www.MITshows.com 
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Worship and Community Life 

Holy Saturday, April 20 
8:00 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Easter Vigil 
 
Easter Sunday, April 21 
7:30 a.m. – Mass 
9:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym) 
11:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym) 
12:45 p.m. – Mass in Spanish (church) 
(NO 6 p.m. Mass) 

 
 

Communal Service with Private Confessions 
Monday, April 8 – 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 10 – 10:00 a.m. 
 
Private Confessions (no communal service) 
All Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. except April 20 
Saturday April 13 – 1:00-2:30 p.m. 
All Wednesdays at 5:30 pm March 13 – April 17 

 

 
March 8  12 noon and 7:00 p.m. (see Via Dolorosa below) 
March 15  12 noon and 5:30 p.m. 
March 22  12 noon and 5:30 p.m. 
March 29  12 noon and 5:30 p.m. 
April 5   12 noon and 5:30 p.m. 
April 12   12 noon and 5:30 p.m. 
 

Via Dolorosa  
A musical presentation of the Stations of the Cross led by the Agape Singers  
Friday, March 8 – 7:00 p.m. (in the church) 

 

 
 

Palm Sunday, April 13/14 Masses 
5:00 p.m. Saturday  
7:30 a.m. Sunday 
9:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
12:45 p.m. in Spanish 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Holy Thursday, April 18 
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
In English in the church 
In Spanish in the gym 
  
Good Friday, April 19 
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
3:00 p.m. – Living Stations 
7:30 p.m. – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
In English in the church 
In Spanish in the gym 

 
 

Reconciliation 

Stations of the Cross (in the Chapel) 

Holy Week and Easter Liturgy Schedule 
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Adding Third Columbarium 

Our Saint Odilia Prayer Garden will add a new structure later this year. A third columbarium has been ordered for our 
Prayer Garden and is expected to be installed in late spring/early summer.  
 

 Our current two columbaria have 280 niches.  (The original St. 
Francis round columbarium has 120 niches and the curved wall 
St. Clare has 160 niches).  To date 212 niches have been sold. 
Because of this amazing response, a third columbarium (yet to 
be named) will be added to the plaza area located on the 
southeast section of the Prayer Garden. Similar to the St. Clare 
columbarium, it will contain 160 niches, 80 facing the east and 
80 facing the west.  With the addition of this columbarium our 
plaza area will be complete. In the future, several other areas 
within the Prayer Garden will be available for additional colum-
baria.  
 

We often hear from those in attendance at interments 
about the natural beauty of the Prayer Garden.  Others 
love to hear the children’s voices at play in the school 
yard and comment about the joy of young life amidst the 
sadness of death. The good news of our parish cemetery 
is spreading. As is our custom, all are welcomed in our 
Prayer Garden.  We have members of many faiths who 
have purchased niches and will be interred in our holy 
space in years to come. 
 

Niche costs for our new columbarium will be published as 
we move closer to installation. 
 

Questions about the Prayer Garden?  Contact Lynne Schriver-Sheedy at prayergarden@stodilia.org or  
H: 651-653-3777 or C: 651-307-5315 or by calling the Parish Office at 651-484-6681. 

 

Volunteering your time for St. Odilia Prayer Garden 

All Ages Welcome!  
 

Please consider volunteering to help in the Saint Odilia Prayer Garden this year.  
 All ages and sizes can participate.    This is a great opportunity for a family to volunteer together. 

 

Contact the parish office for more information: 651-484-6681 
 

 

 

 

 

St. Odilia Prayer Garden 

mailto:prayergarden@stodilia.org
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James V. Andal August 5, 1931—November 5, 2018 
 

Jim was born in Brainerd to Betty and Verne Andal.  His dad was a lineman for the NW Bell 

Telephone Company, and the family traveled northern Minnesota installing telephone lines. 

The first few years of his life were spent living in hotels and with relatives. In 1935 he be-

came “big brother” to Lois Andal (Steve) Justin. The family was then settled in Montevideo.  

In 1938, his sister Jeanne Andal, completed the family. He loved his sisters and because he 

was a tall boy, nobody seemed to challenge him when it came to protecting them. 

At 18 he enlisted in the Army and served until his discharge in 1952. He attended The Globe 

Business College in Minneapolis under the GI Bill, having served as a proud Korean War vet-

eran. He qualified as Marksman First Class and was a member of the National Rifle Associa-

tion. He loved to hunt pheasants and deer with his dad, uncles and cousins.  

Jim was named after his mother’s brother, Jim Muller. When Lois and Steve had a son, they named him Jim. And when 

their daughter Laurie Justin (Brian) Peterman had a son they named him Jim.  It was common to hear JIM>JIM>JIM 

throughout the years. So there were four Jims. All were hard-working men of integrity, and committed to family.  

In 2010 Jim moved to Shoreview to be near his sisters. He always looked forward to Christmas with Lois and Steve and 

their family.  He would wear the red vest that Lois made for him, along with his big bushy Russian hat. We had great times! 

Laurie, Diane, Susan, Sandi and Jim remember waking him up on mornings he stayed over. He would pretend he was still 

sleeping until they got right up into his face and then he would quickly sit up and “snort” and scare them half to death! 

He took pride in everything he did. He always brought his parents to the Cities for as long as they could travel.  He loved 

Country Music—Johnny Cash, Dolly Parton, Barbara Mandrell. Steve gave him a ukulele and he immediately became Tiny 

Tim singing “Tiptoe Through the Tulips”.  Jeanne bought him a long wig and he would dance and sing for anybody who 

would listen.  He went on to win a talent contest at J C Penney’s being Tiny Tim.  

His faith was important to him. He didn’t just believe, but he lived his life in that belief— loving everyone, caring and help-

ing them to be their best. He was a tall, gentle man who loved to give bear hugs. He always had open arms. He loved deep-

ly! 

Jim was surrounded by family in his death.  One of his nieces called to notify the funeral home of his passing, and when the 

phone was answered, her grieving words were “I have a customer for you”.  We could hear him roaring with laughter! We 

miss you, Jim. Not a day goes by that we aren’t reminded of you in some way.  

We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Eileen Kath January 5, 1928—November 16, 2018 
 

Our beloved mother peacefully entered heaven on 11/16/18 surrounded by her loving fam-

ily.  She was preceded in death by parents Thomas & Mary (Zabinski) Deppa, loving hus-

band Robert and grandson Patrick. She was born 1/5/28 in St. Cloud, MN, and was excep-

tionally proud of her 100% Polish heritage.  Her mother tragically died when she was five 

years old which profoundly impacted her life.  Two years later she was diagnosed with small 

pox and quarantined in a summer attic for three months. She attended 13 schools until 

graduating from St Cloud Tech in 1945.  She moved to St. Paul where she met her loving 

husband.  They were married in 1948 and blessed with five wonderful children. She was a 

devoted mother and actively raised her family in Roseville, MN.  

She was involved in many organizations: President MN Bell Assoc, Secretary Ramsey Cty 

Sheriff’s Auxiliary, President Suburban Women’s Club, President Roseville Central Park and proud member of Shoreview 

Senior 500 Card Club.  A highlight was being crowned Princess of Four Winds in St. Paul Winter Carnival Senior Royalty 

2004, and featured on nationally televised “Collectible Treasures” for her unique collection of 1000+ bells which she col-

lected worldwide.  

After working at Bethel College for many years she retired, enjoyed traveling and spent time with her treasured family. 

Mother was the first person in the country who successfully initiated and won a major lawsuit in wrongful death suit of her 

husband against the Railroad Industry in 1987.  This resulted in opening doors to thousands of hardworking, blue collar 

railroad workers nationwide who suffered from asbestos exposure.  This lawsuit was a tribute to her husband who died 

from mesothelioma in 1986 after faithfully working 42 years as locomotive engineer 

on Northern Pacific and Burlington Northern Railroad.   

 

She is survived by her five loving children, 11 grandchildren,  

16 great-grandchildren, extended family and many longtime friends.  

 

Memorial donations were made to St. John Cantius Church in St. Cloud MN, (a Polish 

family church she attended as a young girl) and St. Odilia Church where she was a 

proud member for 56 years. 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Mary Seidel   March 26, 1939—December 26, 2018 

Our friend, sister and aunt, Mary Seidel, passed away on December 26, 2018. She had surgery to 

replace her heart valve on December 17, but the rigors of the surgery and the condition of her 

heart were more than Mary could withstand. She passed away peacefully, with many family mem-

bers and friends at her side—praying, telling stories and singing songs. 

Mary's family and friends meant so much to her. She was the one who instigated and organized 

her family reunions, (she had already reserved a location for our next family reunion in June), and 

she was eager to travel with friends, and go out to dinner with them (especially when she came 

upon a really good coupon!). Mary loved music. Participating in the St. Odilia choir meant a great 

deal to her, and we are all very grateful that so many choir members came to sing at her funeral.  

Mary was a positive force in the lives of everyone she met. We cherish her presence in our lives and are comforted in 

knowing that her final resting place is on the grounds of her wonderful parish, St. Odilia. Our family will continue to keep 

you all in our prayers as together with you, we mourn her passing and celebrate the blessing of being part of Mary's life 

here on earth.   ~Stephen Seidel (nephew) 

 

Herman Carl Kuberski   November 4, 1923—November 24, 2018 
 

Herman lived to be 95, maintaining his wit and remarkable memory to the end. He was always 

good for a story! You may have seen him at Mass over the years, in his usual spot near the mu-

sic ministry. He had played clarinet and saxophone in a dance band in Superior, Wisconsin be-

fore the war, and music was in his blood (especially polkas). He was 100% Polish, after all!  

Herman served as an army clerk at the Pentagon during World War II, and then went to art 

school before working for the Great Northern Railroad for 30+ years. Herman met Joan 

Rosenquist at the old Prom Ballroom in St. Paul, and they were married at the St. Paul Cathe-

dral in 1958. They had four children; three of them are current parishioners of St. Odilia. 

We, his children, have inherited many gifts from Dad, including: a strong Catholic faith (all four of us are still active Catho-

lics), a great love for music and dancing, a great appreciation for and commitment to family, a punny sense of humor, and 

boxes full of old family photos and home movies that Dad took of us while growing up in Shoreview. We have so many 

wonderful memories of Dad, from family train rides up to Superior to camping trips to original bedtime stories that he 

told us about Glinda and the Magic Ball.  

Dad has been laid to rest in the St. Odilia Prayer Garden. We love you, Dad!! 

~ Diane Cossairt, Bonnie Schrampfer, Julie Kuberski, and Craig Kuberski, with Joan Kuberski 



 28  

 

We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Mary Catherine (Mollner) Tschida  October 15, 1929—October 23, 2018 
 

Mary lived 84 of her 89 years in the same home in Roseville, MN. She passed away on Oct. 

23, 2018. She grew up as an only child and surrounded herself with many animals; most of all 

she adored her horse she raised. Her parents were hard-working in dairy on Rice Street. In 

the days when milk was delivered to your door,  she was voted the "Healthy milk girl".  

She fell in love and married Norm Tschida in 1950. They became members of St. Odilia 

church  in 1961, and attended the first Mass in the gym. They raised in faith their six children. 

She loved holiday celebrations, especially Christmas. The entire house was decorated along 

with the sweet aroma of her baking. What made her the happiest was when the house was 

filled with family, food & laughter. 

Her husband Norm played fast pitch softball and was honored in the Hall of Fame as a pitch-

er. She was very proud of him and always cheered him on. After the  kids grew up and Norm 

retired from his work as a lithographer, she got a job with Service Master Cleaning to keep 

busy. She enjoyed traveling. One of my best memories will be her laugh and beautiful smile wearing red lipstick. She was an 

incredible, loving, unselfish mom, grandma and wife. She will be missed dearly! We are very touched by those who read 

about our Mom. Thank you.     ~Jeanie & Family 

Larry Flynn August 30, 1922—October 27, 2018 
 

Born in rural Iowa and raised during the depression, Larry was a WWII vet who was com-

mitted to his wife, his family, and his faith. He emphasized kindness and respect to all peo-

ple, along with a love of nature and adventure. He attended St. Thomas, the University of 

Minnesota, and was a lifelong employee of Weyerhaeuser. Formerly of Ledyard (IA), Red-

wood Falls, Shoreview, Roseville, and Venice (FL), the past three years Larry lived at Presby-

terian homes / Waverly Gardens.   

He lived life to the fullest, and joyfully treasured his family and friends.  Bridge, cribbage, 

and biking brought great enjoyment to Larry well into his 90’s.   

Larry always felt fortunate and grateful to have a good life.  He said the best thing that hap-

pened to him was marrying Phyllis and raising his family. In fact, his focus on family and do-

ing “what is right” is a model for us all. Truly, a life well lived.    

       ~Submitted by Julia Flynn Hupperts 
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Leonard J. Gloeb    September 23, 1929—December 19, 2018 
 

Leonard was born in Omaha, Nebraska, on September 23, 1929. He served three years in 

the Army.  He worked in Omaha for the Corps of Engineers, and later moved to Duluth, 

MN, to work on building a new airbase. This is where he met and married his wife Dorothy. 

He was transferred to the St. Paul District Office of the Corps, and was chosen as the per-

son to set up the new computer system in the 1960s. He led the data center for most of his 

career until early retirement, after which he did consulting work out of state.  

At the urging of a friend who took him to Children’s Hospital to see his volunteer work, he 

became a Master Gardener and worked on plant therapy at Children’s Hospital. He started 

the “Little Green Friends” project, and loved working with the children, teaching them 

about plants for 30 years. Leonard earned many awards and accolades for his service, and 

was an Eleven Who Care honoree in 1998.  

He loved gardening, poring over seed catalogs in the winter to find out what new plants he could grow, and setting up the 

garden in the spring with new and different fruits and vegetables.  Sometimes he would plant something just to see how it 

would mature, like the cantaloupe, which stretched out 50 feet in the yard! Leonard enjoyed classical music and was an 

enthusiastic reader. He belonged to many choirs during his earlier years with his deep bass voice. He loved to square 

dance and polka with all the whoop-de-doo and stamping of feet! Math intrigued him, and he spent many hours working 

on Sudoku and crossword puzzles. Cooking was another of his talents. He loved to cook: pancakes, pizza, chili, with just 

the right seasoning. We never knew just what the “different” ingredient or seasoning was.  

Leonard was a lector and Eucharistic minister at St. Odilia for many years, and was also the scheduler for 7:30 Mass. He 

was kind and generous and always ready to help out when necessary, helping neighbors plow snow and plant gardens, 

and rescuing daughters with dead car batteries. He and Dorothy had four children, eight grandchildren, and five great-

grandchildren.  

He passed away December 19, 2019, after a lengthy struggle with Parkinson’s Disease. We are positive that he has already 

set up another greenhouse in heaven – just for fun! 

We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

 

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Matthew 5:4 
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YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS! 

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”.  Each returned piece 

of mail, costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail.  If you have plans to be away for longer that one 

week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket 

or mail it to: 

St. Odilia Parish Center Office 

3495 N. Victoria St. 

Shoreview, MN 55126 

***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org*** 

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???   

Please select one option and provide your name and address information: 

A) Please do not forward my mail ___________  

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

 

B) Please forward my mail ___________ 

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

Name:___________________________________ Env. #________ 

Current Address: ________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

November 2018 
 
Jack and Sharon Murray 
 

 
December 2018 
Doug and Jeanette Olson 
 
David and Dianna Johannson 
 Winter Johannson 
 
Derek and Heidi Weidell 
 Violet Weidell 
 Cecilia Weidell 
 
Betty Davidson 
 

 
 
 

January 2019 
 
Craig and Ginny Kuberski 
 
Adam and Janna Miron 
 Isabelle Miron 
 Lucas Miron 
 
Brian Schreurs and Kersten Dolgner 
 Kenley Henderson 
 
Bradley Nelson and Laura Marvin-
Nelson 
 William Nelson 
 Charles Nelson 
 John Nelson 
 Benjamin Nelson 
 
 
 

 
Trent and Marci Cooper 
 Bexley Cooper 
 Dawson Cooper 
 Reese Cooper 
 
Tom and JoAnn Gelbmann 
 
Ben and Jessie Cattoor 
 Elizabeth Cattoor 
 Evalynn Cattoor 
 Mabel Cattoor 
 
Ray and Geri Julkowski 
 
Dana and Molly  Linn 
 Liana Linn 
 Elizabeth Linn 
 Grace Linn 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
November 2018 — January 2019 
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 
Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff 

consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President                                      651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SUMMER issue of The Messen-

ger by Wednesday, May 8, 2019. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at the 

parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please de-

scribe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 
Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-789-3118 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer 
to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  
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Palm Sunday, April 13/14 Masses 
5:00 p.m. Saturday  
7:30 a.m. Sunday 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
12:45 p.m. in Spanish 
6:00 p.m. 
 

Holy Thursday, April 18 
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
In English in the church, In Spanish in the gym 
  

Good Friday, April 19 
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
3:00 p.m. – Living Stations 
7:30 p.m. – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
In English in the church, In Spanish in the gym 

 Holy Saturday, April 20 
8:00 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday, April 21 
7:30 a.m. – Mass 
9:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym) 
11:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym) 
12:45 p.m. – Mass in Spanish (church) 
(NO 6 p.m. Mass) 

RECONCILIATION 
 

Communal Service with Private Confessions 
Monday, April 8 – 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 10 – 10:00 a.m. 
 

Private Confessions (no communal service) 
All Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. except April 20 
Saturday April 13 – 1:00-2:30 p.m. 
All Wednesdays at 5:30 pm March 13 – April 17 


